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But in much of what Peter has said there is an additional underlying
problem for his friends in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, and elsewhere.
Many of these relationships that he has mentioned may bring suffering.
The people around us may persecute us. Peter has said we may have to
go through various trials®*. He has mentioned Jesus’ suffering2 and
has warned his friends that they may have to face slander®3. He knows
that servants may have unreasonable employers4 and may face harsh
treatment®>. Christ suffered leaving an example for us to follow™®.
Peter has spoken of the way Jesus faced insult®”’.

Husbands may be ‘disobedient to the word™®!, and cause their wives
suffering. Wives may cause their husbands much pain and distress
(although the way husbands ill-treat wives and the way wives ill-treat
husbands is different).

Much of what Peter has said has behind it the dilemma of unjust
suffering. Sooner or later the Christian will experience injustice. Sooner
or later we shall need Peter’s help! There are different kinds of suffering.
Christians in the western world tend to think specially of sickness or
bereavement. The main kinds of suffering mentioned in the Old
Testament are sickness and plagues, military defeat and what happens
afterwards, natural disaster such as famine. The Psalms especially
make much of oppression by enemies; Psalm 34 is an example.

The worst forms of suffering involve unjust treatment at the hands of
other people. We can bear up well in a time of natural disaster. Much
worse — and much more embittering — is when we face various kinds of
hostility or unfairness at the hands of others. Most embittering of all is ill-
treatment at the hands of those who are close to us. When the New
Testament speaks of ‘suffering’ it is not generally thinking of sickness; it
is generally thinking of ill-treatment from others.

Peter now takes up the particular problem of unjust suffering1 and
asks his friends to realise the special time in which they live®?, Then in
1 Peter 4:12 he will focus on the theme even more, writing a kind of
appendix to his letter — on unjust suffering.

1. The Christian does not have to feel guilty about suffering. In
considering suffering the Christian needs special discernment. The
tendency of many people is to link sin and suffering too tightly. Then we
feel guilty because we are suffering — or we want to make others feel
guilty because of their suffering. ‘If you were really obeying the Lord, this
would not happen to you’, we say to ourselves or to others.

It is true that suffering arises from sin, in this sense, that the fall of the
human race brought about suffering. But it is not right to think that all
sufferings are caused by particular sins — which Jesus denied in Luke
6:24-25; 16:19-31; 13:1-5; John 9:1-3).

The point is often made in the Old Testament that it is God who allows
and controls suffering. Although Satan is involved, God controls and
directs even Satan. God uses suffering to test His peoplel. Examples
are found especially in the story of Abraham®?, the Israelites in the
wilderness, and in the stories of Daniel. He puts us into situations where
disobedience causes suffering and obedience enables escape from
suffering.

Or God allows and controls suffering in order to discipline His
people®?.
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e Sometimes Only occasionally is a particular suffering caused by a particular sin
suffering is discipline (see John 5:14; 1 Corinthians 11:30; James 5:14-18).

e Sharing the It is the righteous who suffer. Jesus was the greatest sufferer of all B! acts 9:4

sufferings of Christ - time. He still suffers with His people®?. Persecution may be God's will 92 3.17

persecution for us®? it is sharing the sufferings of Christ®®, The more mature we 23 4:13
are, the more God will asks us to endure trials and troubles for Him.

2. Suffering 2. Suffering cannot harm the zealous Christian in any profound
o-1alalelt al-dakials)  sense. Peter says ‘And who is the one who can harm you, if you
become zealous for what is good? @1 e tend to answer: ‘plenty of @1 5.4
people!” But deeper discernment is nheeded; the answer is ‘no one!’
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Since all that | meet

Shall work for my good,
The bitter is sweet,

The medicine is food,;
Though painful at present,
It will cease before long:
And then, O how pleasant
The conqueror’s song!

3. However, the 3. However, the ‘freedom from harm’ might be slow in coming!
‘freedom from Peter acknowledges this. ‘Even if you suffer on account of
harm’ might be righteousness...”. He knows that great distress can be brought upon the

. . Christian. He has already said ‘Christ . . . suffered ... leaving you an

slow in coming! example’, and he knows how severe were the sufferings of Jesus, in

» Suffering comes body and in spirit. It does not happen all the time. Peter says ‘you

and goes suffer...” and has said ‘now for a little while you may if it is necessary 51
have to suffer’™*. Persecution does not necessarily go on all the time; it 1:6
comes and goes.

e Ultimately no one Ultimately no one can harm us. No one can affect our eternal destiny.

can harm us No one can hold back the comfort of God. No one can stop the ‘Spirit of
glory’ coming upon us®?!, @l g4

4. Amazingly, 4. Amazingly, the Christian is to treat injustice as a blessing! This

the Christian is is one of the most surprising aspects of the Christian life. We rejoice in

trials and troubles. Of course we do not enjoy the troubles themselves,

but we rejoice in the knowledge that it is God's appointed way of

bringing much blessing into our lives. ‘Count it all joy...” says James®t, m1 James 1:2
° Rejoice — not in the ‘We rejoice in our tribulations...” says Paul®?, ‘You are rejoicing, m2 Romans'
troubles themselves  though... you... may ... have to suffer...’, says 1 Peter®®, we rejoice s5:3

but in the knowledge  because troubles rightly received are a sign that blessing is on the way. @3 ;.4
that blessing will

result

to treat injustice
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Dr Michael Eaton is highly respected internationally as a theologian, author, preacher and
teacher. He lives in Kenya where he is one of the leaders of the Chrisco Fellowship. His
Preaching Through The Bible (PTTB) books are highly popular worldwide. Michael Eaton
puts the theological and practical meaning of the Bible in a clear and down-to-earth way so
that what is written can be easily understood by the reader.

_ ‘slices.org.uk
These specially reformatted chapters “Slices of Bread” produced by Sovereign World Trust are available in three categories as set out below
Slices for the Nations Slices for Sponsors Slices for Everyone / Slice of the Week

. . . . For those in more prosperous . .
. For pastors, libraries and colleges in prosp . For those who wish to sample the material or

circumstances who can afford to - . . - q
those parts of the world where resources dip into it from time to time, a proportion of

contribute to the development of this A .
are scarce and unaffordable . s 'p . the PTTB series is available free of charge
i X material and its distribution with a small ) >
. In the fullness of time the whole series e  Slices for Everyone (as a download) or Slice of

monthly donation
will be made available free of charge M . . the Week (attached to a weekly email)
o . . The same material as Slices for the . L .
. Weekly emailings of 3 - 4 Slices or Nations o The remainder of the PTTB material is available
available to download from the Slices - . to Sponsors and those eligible to receive Slices
. o Weekly emailings of 3 - 4 Slices or by .
web site for the Nations

download from the Slices web site
To subscribe please contact: slicesofbread@sovereignworldtrust.org.uk stating which category fits your situation. Further details are at www.slices.org.uk
Details of the availability of Preaching Through The Bible books and how they may be purchased can be found on www.ibtr.org.uk




