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Antiochus
Epiphanes was
a forerunner of

the man of sin
mentioned in 2
Thessalonians
chapter 2

* a persecutor,
boasting arrogantly,
an enemy of God,
stern and crafty

¢ Persuades many
to abandon the
covenant faith —
recorded in 1
Maccabees and
Josephus’
Antiquities

e Under pressure
from Antiochus
many Jews adopted
Greek ways and
abandoned their
claim to faith in the
God of Israel

a popularxeb€llion

e Persecutions will
separate the sincere
and the insincere

e Purification in
readiness for God’s
judgement
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The King Who Does As He Pleases (11:32-37)

Antiochus Epiphanes was a forerunner of the man of sin mentioned in
2 Thessalonians chapter 2. Daniel has been shown that at the time when
salvation comes to the world through Israel a ‘little horn’ would also come,
a persecutor which has ‘eyes like human eyes’ and ‘a mouth ... boasting @1 ..q
arrogantly’l, an enemy to God’s people who will be full of arrogance and
deceit. He has also seen that the temple of Jerusalem will se.destroyed at
the time when a Saviour comes. ‘Upon a wing of abominations

come a destroyer'™®?,
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sword and by flame, through captivity
8y possessions. This will continue for a
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ade in the village. An elderly man Mattathias (from a family
called Hasmon named after his great-great-grandfather) killed a Jewish
traitor when he was about to offer pagan sacrifice. He killed also the soldier
sent to impose the sacrifice. He and his five sons (John, Simon, Judas,
Eleazar, Jonathan) fled to the hills and called upon men to rise up in
rebellion against Antiochus. So began the ‘Maccabean revolt' against
Antiochus. It became a popular rebellion. Many people joined in with the
resistance movement but not all of them had sincere reasons for doing so.
‘Many shall join themselves unto them without sincerity’, said the
prediction.

¥Some of the wise will fall into severe sufferings, so that they may be

refined and purified, made spotless, ready for the time of the end. For the
end will come at the appointed time.” The persecutions of Antiochus were
terrible, but the angel tells Daniel that there is a purpose to it. The
persecutions will separate the sincere and the insincere. Motives will be
purified. Faith will be strengthened. God’s people will be prepared for the
judgement which will come at the end of history.



e Debate about
to whom Daniel

is referring in
11:36

* Two common but
wrong views

e The right view -
Antiochus
Epiphanes and the
Romans

e Verse 36 -
Antiochus acted as
though he was God
himself

* Then the
Maccabees rebelled

e The temple
cleansed and
rededicated

e \erse 37 - He
claimed that he was
himself a form of
‘Zeus’
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When we get to Daniel 11:36 we find that scholars and preachers are
much divided as to who is in mind. Of course it is prophecy, so Daniel does
not know exactly who is in mind. Only the future would tell. But as we look
back over history we may ask: who is in view (from our modern viewpoint)
in Daniel 11:36-45? (i) A common view is that the account jumps to deal
with the antichrist in the days near the end of the world, but | cannot see
any indication of that in the text. (ii) Destructive scholars tend to say this
still refers to Antiochus but that Daniel gets his facts wrong. | certainly
don’t accept that! Daniel is reporting an angelic message and angels get
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their facts right!

(iii) The right view seems to me to be that 11:36—39 continues to refer to

Antiochus Epiphanes but that at 11:40 the angel refers t
turned out to be the Romans. John Calvin held this view,
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