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Genesis
Part 19 The Seed of the Woman (3:14-15)

Adam & Eve Adam and Eve have been trying to avoid admitting any kind of sin or

refuse to guilt. They have made clothing from fig- leaves with which to cover

admit their sin  themselves. They have put the blame elsewhere and refused to admit
frankly what they have done.

The only hope for them is that God Himself should do something about
their plight. God did not question Satan in the way that He had

* Beyond questioned Adam and Eve. Satan is beyond redemption. There would be
redemption no point in God seeking to bring the snake to repentance. Instead God

simply pronounces His verdict upon the snake.
e Cursed by ‘And Yahweh God said to the snake, “Because you have done this you 0314
God are cursed above every living animal of the countryside. You shall go on

your belly, and you shall eat dust all the days of your life” ™, ‘The snake’
is cursed. Satan is cursed by God. To ‘eat dust’ is a phrase meaning to
be utterly defeated. It is not necessary to think that some change in the
shape of the snake takes place. We must not think of a beautiful upright
shining serpent which now becomes a snake. Genesis 3:14 is using
* A picture of  picture-language. It simply means that the hissing, wriggling, slithering,
the enemy of deceitful, camouflaged, dangerous way that the snake behaves, is a
God and his picture of the enemy of God and his people. The snake was always like
people that but now his form is to remind us of Satan every time we see a snake.
(It is like the rainbow. It was always there, even before Genesis 9:13 but
after the flood it became a sign.)

When God turns to the woman He does not curse her. The snake is
doomed but the guilty couple are not cursed in quite the same way. The
devil is beyond salvation but the woman is not beyond salvation.

God says, ‘And | will put enmity between you and the woman, and
between your seed and her seed'.

In Genesis 2:19 men and women were above the animals. Genesis 3:1- ©!

7 gave us a picture of a talking animal that hates God and rises above its Revelation
The Future natural position, wishing to ruin the human race. It is a parable of one el
who hates God, ‘the old serpent, the Devil, Satan’ 2",

1. Enemies 1. The snake will not be allowed to be ‘friendly’ to the woman again.
There will be ‘enmity between you and the woman’. Eve will from now on
know that the snake is an enemy not a friend.

2. Satan — a 2. The snake will have a seed. This does not refer to evil spirits but to
spiritual human beings who succumb to Satan and in some sense have him as
‘father’ to their spiritual ‘father’. (‘You are of your father, the devil ... He was a
those who murderer from the beginning’, said Jesus, John 8:44.)
succumb 3. The woman will have a seed. She will be the enemy of the snake and
: there will be many of her descendants who will also be opposed to the
3. Humanity . P L A
divided snake, that is, opposed to Satan. The human race will divide into two,

those who are on the side of the snake and those who are allied to the
woman in her opposition to the snake.

4. A prediction 4. The seed of the woman will crush the snake’s head. ‘He shall ©@!3:15
- thewoman’s  crush your head, and you shall crush his heel @1 The Hebrew word here
seed will means ‘to crush, to batter, to seriously bruise’. When you kill a snake you

crush the crush its head.

snake's head This is a prophecy that somehow humankind will eventually defeat the

snake and the snake’s seed.



But how? But how can this be? Perfect Adam, who was in daily fellowship with
God, and had never sinned, was able to fall. Now the human race is
fallen and is in the grip of guilt, and about to be banished from God’s
presence. How can the ‘seed of the woman’ ever hope to defeat the

snake who has shown such skill and such power?

The prophecy has a question in it. How can the human race ever hope to
defeat Satan if sinless unfallen Adam had not been able to do so? And
yet there is a prediction that it will.

Yet another thing ought to be noticed. The word ‘seed’ is strangely
ambiguous. It can refer to a single entity, ‘a seed’. It can be a collective
word, ‘seed’ meaning many seeds.

Genesis 3:15 leaves open the possibility that somehow there will be one
seed who will conquer the snake for the rest of the human race. This is
not just a matter of reading something into the text. The text itself leaves
us baffled. How can there ever be anything or anyone within the human
race that can defeat the snake? The best man there ever was — unfallen
Adam — had failed. How can any other human being do better?

¢ ‘Seed’ can
mean one or
many

* A human
Conqueror will
come

It can only mean one thing. Somehow within the human race there will be
a Conqueror who will crush the snake. One will come who will undo
everything the snake has done. He will banish the guilt, the shame, the
nakedness. He will bring back paradise, and the harmony of Eden once
again. He will bring men and women back to God so that once again they
can have fellowship with Him as Adam and Eve had done.

Genesis 3:15 is the first announcement of the gospel, the first prophecy
of Jesus. It was mysterious and obscure, and must have left its original
readers tantalized. It left the question: how can the snake be defeated by
someone within the human race?

5. The serpent would crush the heel of the seed of the woman.
Crushing the head is administering a fatal blow. Crushing or bruising the
heel is administering a blow from which there can be recovery.

Jesus crushed Satan on the cross. Satan bruised Jesus on the cross.
Satan will never recover. He is crushed forever. Jesus recovered. He
was bruised to the point of death, but then rose. Jesus recovered from
the cross; Satan will never recover.

e The gospel —
the first
tantalising
prophecy

5. The heel of
the seed of
woman
crushed

e Jesus
crushed Satan
on the cross

Dr Michael Eaton is highly respected internationally as a theologian, author, preacher and
teacher. He lives in Kenya where he is one of the leaders of the Chrisco Fellowship. His
Preaching Through The Bible (PTTB) books are highly popular worldwide. Michael Eaton
puts the theological and practical meaning of the Bible in a clear and down-to-earth way so
that what is written can be easily understood by the reader.

e
These specially reformatted chapters “Slices of Bread” produced by Sovereign World Trust are available in three categories as set out below
Slices for the Nations Slices for Sponsors Slices for Everyone / Slice of the Week

° For those who wish to sample the material
or dip into it from time to time, a

. For pastors, libraries and colleges in those . For those in more prosperous

parts of the world where resources are
scarce and unaffordable

In the fullness of time the whole series will
be made available free of charge

Weekly emailings of 3 - 4 Slices or available
to download from the Slices web site

circumstances who can afford to contribute
to the development of this material and its
distribution with a small monthly donation
The same material as Slices for the Nations
Weekly emailings of 3 - 4 Slices or by
download from the Slices web site

proportion of the PTTB series is available
free of charge

Slices for Everyone (as a download) or Slice
of the Week (attached to a weekly email)
The remainder of the PTTB material is
available to Sponsors and those eligible to
receive Slices for the Nations

To subscribe please contact: slicesofbread@sovereignworldtrust.org.uk stating which category fits your situation. Further details are at www.slices.org.uk

Details of the availability of Preaching Through The Bible books and how they may be purchased can be found on www.ibtr.org.uk




