Preaching Through The Bible  Michael Eaton

- Joel]

Part 10

* The Day of the
Lord continued

e Jehoshaphat —
a symbolic
valley

1. A Day when

restored

° God’s
Kingdom people

2. A Day when
takes the
initiative in

judging the
nations

The Valley of Judgement (3:1-8)

Joel chapter 3 is a vision of the judgements of God in the history
of the world. The people had experienced the judge ment of God in a
plague of locusts, but they had turned to the Lord and so had
experienced His blessing. These events led Joel to talk about the
Day of the Lord and the end of the world.

Because the chapter is a vision, it has a lot of symbolic language.
We read that God enters into judgement and brings the nations down
to the ‘valley of Jehoshaphat . There is actually no place called @13,
the ‘valley of Jehoshaphat'. The word ‘Jehoshaphat’ means ‘the Lord
judges’. It is a symbolic valley, a visionary valley. One must not try to
read into it particular dates and places. It is a vision of all that God
will do. It is a vision of what happens as the Day of the Lord
approaches, and the Day of the Lord itself. God judges sins even
before the final judgement day. Some of the sins referred to are very
local sins. ‘Tyre’ and ‘Sidon’ “*? were nearby localities in the days of @2
Joel. They were Philistine ports involved in slave -trading where
Israelites were being sold as slaves. Joel sees these places being
judged. It is a principle of prophecy that the prophets see all that God
will do all in one glimpse. They see everything that God will do, all
mixed up together.

What is the Day of the Lord? In this vision

(1) The Day of the Lord is a day when the people of God are
restored.

34

“‘For behold in those days and in that time,
when | restore the fortunes of Judah and
Jerusalem,...” (3:1)

God works in such a way that He restores His people. We may face

terrible opposition. The church may sink to a low level. God may allow
enemies to overrun His people. But the vision of the future was that

God would restore the fortunes of His people. W hen God judges, His

people are restored. When God deals with sin, at the same time He

rescues His people. We should not take this politically. Before Jesus

God’s people were a nation — Israel. When Jesus came there was a

change in the structure of God’s pe ople. ‘The kingdom of God... will

be given to a people who will produce its fruit’” “*. Jerusalem was

destroyed. ‘Israel’ does not refer just to a political entity in the modern @1 .
world. ‘They are not all Israel who are descended from Israel’, says 21:43
Romans 9:6.

Judgement Day is a day when God’s people are restored. God has a
way of stepping into the history of the world and restoring the
fortunes of His people.

(2) God takes the initiative in judging the nations.

“1 will gather all the nations

and | will bring them down to the valley of
Jehoshaphat.

And | will enter into judgement with them

there,...” (3:2)
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This is a vision of all that God would do in the judgement of the
world, beginning with the sins of Tyre and Sidon and going on to the
end of the world. God takes the initiative. God is the Lord of history
and at any time He can bring the nations into a valley of judgement.
He can affect history. He initiates the events (‘I will gather... ). It often
looks as though the nations are out of control. But God is the Lord of
history. He is there and He can bring nations down into the valley of
Jehoshaphat. He takes the initiative when He feels like it.

(3) Notice what it is that gets judged. It is sin against God’s people.
Joel says God comes in judgement

“‘...on behalf of My people, Israel My

inheritance,

whom they scattered among the nations, and
shared out My land. (3:2)
They cast lots for My people.

They traded a boy for a harlot,

and sold a girl for wine that they might drink.” (3:3)

God protects His people, and judges sins against His people.
Two things are mentioned. (i) Grabbing land. ‘Concerning my
inheritance’ refers to the land. Philistia and other nations took the
inheritance. They would do terrible things to get hold of territory. (ii)
Slavery. ‘They cast lots for My people’. They would gam ble over the
slaves. They would sell a boy to use the money. They would sell a girl
and use the money for getting wine. The sin was the sin of
mistreating people. Certain cities were being used: Tyre ... Sidon . . .
Philistia. These were coastal cities where the slaves were sold.
These cities will be judged, and the sins will be recompensed. The
underlying sin is that of exploiting people. They would capture
someone and care nothing of how that person felt. Such sins will be
on the agenda in God’s judgement. Anyone who treats a person as a
thing, as unimportant, as insignificant, is vexing God. When people
are exploited, where the poor are mistreated, God gets angry.

(4) Back behind these sins is resentment against God.

““And what are you to Me, O Tyre and Sidon and all the
regions of Philistia?

Are you repaying Me for something | have done? If you are
paying Me back, | will swiftly andspeedily repay you for what
you have done.” (3:4)

The Philistines would capture Israelites. Are they doing it because
they hate the people of God? Or is it that they are hostile to the God
of the Bible? Often behind the ill-treatment that the people of God
receive there is hatred of God Himself. ‘The servant is not greater
than his master’. They treated Jesus badly; they will do the same to
His people. You are likely to receive the same treatment as Jesus
received. In OIld Testament times the nations surrounding Israel
hated the God of Israel. The natural man does n ot like the God of the
Bible. Human nature does not submit to God’s law and cannot please
God. Joel's vision sees that one day all nations will be in this valley of
judgement and all of this sin is dealt with.



(5) The judgements are very appropriate.

“‘For you took My silver and My gold and carried
off My beautiful treasures to your temples.” (3:5)

appropriate

This seems to be a reference to some invasion of the treasures of
Jerusalem.

“You sold the people of Judah and the people of
Jerusalem to the Greeks, in order to remove

them far from their territory. (3:6)
See, | am going to rouse them out of the places to
which you sold them, and | will return on your

own heads what you have done. (3:7)
I will sell your sons and daughters to the people of
Judah, and they will sell them to the Sabeans,

a nation far away”. The LORD has spoken.’ (3:8)

What the enemies of God had done will come back to them. The
judgement will be very appropriate. The Philistines will receive back
the treatment they gave out to others. God is able to judge in a very
appropriate way. They experience the very things they have done.
They sold Jewish people to the ‘Greeks’ (the Ionian colonies around
the Aegean Sea). In the fourth century they themselves became

slaves.
e Salvation for We must remember Joel 2:32 when Joel reminded us that in the
everyone who  middle of the judgements everyone who called upon the name of the
called on the LORD would be saved. There is salvation in the midst of the
name of the judgements of God. Jesus is the fulfilment of this prophecy.

Lord — Jesus
the fulfilment
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